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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the papers filed on 03 February 2005 and the telephonic interview held on 17 February 2005 . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Alfred Musumeci on February 17, 2005. 


The application has been amended as follows: 

1) In claim 14, lines 2-8 & 10; claim 22, lines 1-5; and in claim 24, line 2: The term 
"planar" has been deleted. 

2) In claim 14, line 9: The term -upwardly- has been inserted after the term "extending". 

3) Claims 15-18 have been cancelled. 

4) In claim 19, line 1 : The phrase "Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5" has been changed to 
-Claim 14-. 

5) In claim 21, line 1 : The term "Claims" has been changed to —Claim-, and the phrase ", 
15, 16, 17, or 18" has been deleted. 

6) In claim 23, line 1 : The term "Claims" has been changed to -Claim-, and the phrase ", 
15, 16, 17, 18" has been deleted. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The examiner 
respectfully asserts that none of the prior art, taken either singly or in combination, is seen to 
teach or suggest the use of a support device comprising the particular structure of a first 
vertically extending surface and a second horizontally extending surface, wherein the two 
surfaces extend perpendicularly relative to each other and a lower edge of the first surface 
extends contiguously with a rear edge of the second surface; and a continuous curved surface 
extending upwardly from an upper edge of the first surface to a front edge of the second surface, 
wherein the curved surface has a convex configuration adjacent the upper edge and a concave 
configuration extending continuously with the convex configuration and ending at the front edge 
by tapering to form a thin lower portion of the device, as specifically recited in Applicant's sole 
independent claim 14. As shown in the cited prior art, none of the disclosed support devices 
clearly contain a continuously curved surface which extends upwardly from the upper edge and 
having a concave portion which terminates at the front edge of the first horizontally extending 
surface. Since an updated search of the prior art also did not yield any other references pertinent 
to Applicant's claims, it is considered that the application is currently in full and proper 
condition for allowance. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert G. Santos whose telephone number is (703) 308-7469. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tues-Fr and first Mondays, 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather C. Shackelford can be reached on (703) 308-2978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Robert G. Santos 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 


R.S. 

February 17, 2005 


